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Canterbury School photo selected for Time’s Top 100 
Greensboro school is back on campus and thriving, nine months after lockdown  

 
GREENSBORO -- A haunting photo of Canterbury faculty packing up student belongings after 
the nation’s sudden lockdown in March has been selected for Time's Top 100 Photos of 2020. 
  
“As we close a year unlike any other, we are humbled that Canterbury has become part of the 
historic record and proud of how far we have come to safely offer school in person this fall,” said 
Head of School Phil Spears. “Our students are learning and thriving together safely on campus.” 
  
When the seriousness of the pandemic became clear, Canterbury took quick action on 
Saturday, March 14, to move to virtual learning. With students leaving most of their belongings 
on campus for the weekend, faculty and staff undertook the task of cleaning out lockers and 
desks; organizing students’ personal items, technology, and learning materials; and passing all 
of it on to students’ families during a day-long, drive-through pickup the following week. 
  
News & Record photographer Khadejeh Nikouyeh captured the moment that Time selected this 
week. 
  
“I thought it was important to show the reality of the situation, but also the precautions and care 
that Canterbury took to keep the staff and students safe,” Nikouyeh said. “It definitely felt like a 
turning point where everyone realized we had a new normal.” 
 
She said that as a daily news photographer, she doesn’t always think about the lasting impact of 
her images. 
 
“I knew the photo I took that day was important to me, but it was an incredible feeling to see so 
many other people felt that way,” she said. “It's definitely a historical image for Greensboro, and 
I know that photo will come to mind when we think of how the pandemic unfolded here.” 
  

 

https://time.com/5921202/top-100-photos-2020/?fbclid=IwAR3cwxpSpeydupCxwtZb67IE7RG2omq6-Z9do3UMUYVZ7tohyQjpm_o2Jlc


 

Five months later, Canterbury’s campus reopened to students and faculty for in-person learning, 
guided by carefully crafted policies based on the known science of the pandemic. Students have 
stayed in small, socially distanced cohorts and worn masks at all times, except when they can 
distance themselves safely for brief mask breaks. Lunches, PE, chapel services, and academic 
classes have moved outside as much as possible. 
  
The school’s health and safety protocols, based on guidance from the CDC and state health 
authorities, have dictated a conservative approach to quarantining and isolation, and there have 
been just six student or staff COVID-19 infections since August, all from non-school, outside 
contacts. Canterbury has a student body of 312 and about 70 faculty and staff members. 
  
“These precautions have allowed Canterbury School to thrive this fall, offering holiday festivities, 
rock climbing and canoeing in our outdoor education center, and even some outdoor middle 
school sports,” Spears said. “Our community is weathering this pandemic together.” 
 

### 
 

About Canterbury School 
 
Canterbury School empowers young leaders with curiosity, compassion, and creativity. A 
preschool-8th grade Episcopal school in Greensboro, Canterbury offers challenging academics, 
a diverse and inclusive student body, and a focus on service learning in every grade. In its 28th 
year, Canterbury develops students with the skills to be responsible citizens, capable problem 
solvers, creative thinkers, effective communicators, and respected leaders. Learn more about 
Canterbury’s unique approach to education at www.canterburygso.org. 

 


