D RESS C ODE
Canterbury School maintains a dress code to promote the values of self- and communal respect; to further healthy habits
of self-discipline in students; to offer students and teachers a learning environment that is focused and inclusive; to
maintain a school appearance that presents to others, particularly guests, the seriousness of our school values and purpose;
and to discourage students from becoming too centered at school on the latest fashion trends and most desirable brands.
The following guidelines are designed to help students, teachers, and parents achieve these goals and to support each
child’s safety and full, daily participation in our program, which includes regular sitting on the floor, recess, physical
education, outdoor exploration and education, and fairly lengthy travel across campus for classes -- it is a one-quarter mile
walk from our library to our athletic center.
Ultimately, the Canterbury School community is more about a spirit of respect -- appropriate personal presentation and
communal participation -- than it is about individual rules. The school reserves the right to require any student at any time
to change his or her attire in part or in whole if, in the judgment of the staff, a student’s dress does not properly represent
Canterbury or the general spirit of proper school attire, or a student’s dress draws excessive, unhelpful attention or is
deemed disrespectful.
Daily Dress in the Lower School (PreK-4)
Because of their developmental stage, PreK and Kindergarten students are not required to adhere to the following
standards of daily dress.
Lower school students in grades 1 - 4 should wear the following to school on a daily basis unless instructed otherwise by
staff:
● A tucked-in, collared, sleeved, and solid-colored shirt; OR a collared, sleeved, and solid-colored, polo-style
dress.
● With all shirts, hemmed bottoms -- shorts, skirts, skorts, pants, or jumpers that are solid in color -- black,
brown/khaki/tan, grey or navy.
● Other than clothes with Canterbury logos, all tops and bottoms should be free of camouflage and denim, as
well as images, designs, or brand markers.
● Skirts, polo dresses, and jumpers must be worn with either non-visible compression/athletic shorts OR with
solid-colored tights or leggings -- black, brown/khaki/tan, grey, navy, or white.
● Tights and leggings may only be worn with dresses, skirts, and jumpers.
● All shorts, skorts, skirts, polo dresses, and jumpers should be appropriately modest in length -- mid-thigh or
longer.
● Logo-free, plain white socks are required.
● Athletic/tennis shoes with tied laces or velcro straps are required.
● Sweaters, sweatshirts and similar outerwear intended to be worn all day should have a Canterbury logo or no
visible words or markings.
● Coats and head coverings of any kind must be removed when inside.
● Hair should be neat, without cuts, styles, or artificial colors that distract.

Daily Dress in the Middle School (5-8)
All middle school students should wear the following to school on a daily basis unless instructed otherwise by staff:
● A tucked-in, sleeved, collared, & solid-colored or patterned shirt; OR a sleeved, collared, & solid-colored or
patterned polo-style dress;
● With all shirts, hemmed bottoms of any solid color -- shorts, skorts, skirts, pants, or jumpers.
● Other than clothes with Canterbury logos, all tops and bottoms should be free of camouflage and denim, as
well as images, designs, or brand markers.
● Skirts, polo dresses, and jumpers must be worn with either non-visible compression/athletic shorts OR with
solid-colored tights or leggings --black, brown/khaki/tan, navy, grey or white.
● Tights and leggings may only be worn with dresses, skirts, and jumpers.
● All shorts, skirts, skorts, polo dresses, and jumpers should be appropriately modest in length -- mid-thigh or
longer.
● A Canterbury or any solid-colored belt is required with all bottoms that have belt loops.
● Socks are required -- middle schoolers’ may choose color and style.
● Athletic/tennis shoes with laces or velcro straps are required.
● Sweaters, sweatshirts and similar outerwear intended to be worn all day should have a Canterbury logo or no
visible words or markings. Head coverings of any kind must be removed when inside.
● Coats/jackets are to be left inside a student’s locker from his/her arrival at school until carpool. ( Extreme
weather may generate a temporary modification to this per administrative decision. )
● Hair should be neat, without cuts, styles, or artificial colors that distract.
● 4th grade students should wear a Canterbury or any solid-colored belt with all bottoms that have belt loops.
Chapel Dress (K-8)
For special events, students in grades K-8 are required to wear chapel dress. Advance notice will be given for these
occasions. Boys, K--3 : dress shirt, tie/bowtie, long dress pants, a Canterbury or solid-colored belt, (non-athletic) dress
shoes and socks (jacket optional). Boys, 4--8 : jacket, dress shirt, tie/bowtie, long dress pants, a Canterbury or solidcolored belt, (non-athletic) dress shoes and socks. Girls, K--8 : dress pants or skirt and tops OR dresses.
● All skirts and dresses should be appropriately modest in general appearance and length -- mid-thigh or longer.
● Dresses and skirts must be worn with either non-visible compression/athletic shorts OR with solid-colored
tights or leggings -- black, brown/khaki/tan, navy, grey or white.
● Either dress shoes/sandals or dress boots are required. NOTE: Students are permitted to change to athletic
shoes after the event is over.
Casual Dress
Occasionally, a casual dress day will be announced. Students and staff wear...
•

hemmed, neat shorts (including athletic shorts), skirts, skorts, dresses or pants (including jeans) of an individual’s
choosing. Girls’ dresses, skirts, and jumpers require compression/athletic shorts or tights/leggings (like the regular,
daily dress code); casual day tights and leggings may be any color. Girls may wear leggings alone for their pants
provided there is an overgarment (shirt, sweatshirt, shorts) that is mid-thigh in length or longer.

•

any short or long sleeved shirt of school-appropriate design, images, and language. (If a student is unsure, he or
she should ask at school in advance.)

•

athletic shoes and socks for all students (because our daily program still requires P.E., outdoor education, long
walks across campus, sitting on the floor, etc.); staff footwear includes a few other options.

•

Clothing inappropriate for school may not be worn.

